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General Comments

• Standard techniques
• Extended response questions
• ‘Explain’ ‘Assess’ ‘Interpret’
• Context
• Continue to be unfamiliar with particular topics
• HANDWRITING!
• Checking answers
• Use of correct equipment
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Foundation Paper 1

Students not 
understanding the key 
word “Explain”
Failed to reference the 
key in their answer
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Part (b) Students gave 
2 advantages, or 2 
disadvantages
Or gave a response to 
primary data
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Sense checking Most common error is 
failing to input one 
value. Check the 
correct number are 
used!
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Crossover questions Paper 1

9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

Mean score
2.38 2.08 1.74 1.39 0.93

0.99 0.30 0.10 0.01

13/2 (c)

Quite a few 
students did not 
give any 
mathematical 
reasoning, and just 
gave a worded 
answer which 
scored no marks. 
The question clearly 
states ‘You must 
show your 
working’, and this 
question was 
answered poorly. 
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Crossover Paper 1

14c/ 3c

9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

Mean score
2.65 2.11 1.43 0.82 0.45 0.21

0.50 0.19 0.07 0.03

Linear interpolation 
nearly always 
tested on 
foundation. 
Answered poorly on 
both papers. 
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Higher Paper 1 Avoid 
contradictions
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Higher paper 1
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Higher Paper 1

Context matters!
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Higher paper 1

Generally answered well, but some students made life difficult by 
converting to decimals or rounding too early.
Most common incorrect answer was to multiply by 4, not raise to the 
power of 4.
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Higher paper 1

9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

Mean score
2.49 1.63 0.64 0.19 0.03 0.01

The most common error 
was to omit the nCr
aspects of the binomial 
calculations. 
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Foundation paper 2
Answered very well, 
common with GCSE 
paper
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Foundation paper 2
Rounding errors.
Reading instruction- need 
to show the calculation

Two-way tables 1.90 2
Pie chart 0.79 2
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Foundation paper 2

Don’t just repeat the words!
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Foundation paper 2

“Assess” is the command word.

3 marks- 3 reasons.
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Foundation paper 2

Context matters- don’t give opinion on the actual question
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Foundation Paper 2

Good question for tier of entry decisions
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Crossover paper 2
Don’t give up! Use the hint in the question
Use of ruler/ pencil/ plotting errors

9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Mean 
score/ 3 2.99 2.97 2.94 2.92 2.82 2.35 1.51

2.70 1.97 0.99 0.40 0.14
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Crossover paper 2

Reminder of what comparisons are acceptable.
Interpret
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Crossover paper 2

Tier decision question.
Students missed the word urban in both tiers. 
Hypothesis is not a question

9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

/ 1
0.98 0.96 0.93 0.86 0.76 0.60 0.38

0.78 0.60 0.36 0.13 0.04
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Crossover paper 2

Need to use the correct language
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Crossover Paper 2

Use of equipment
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Higher Paper 2- Q7c

Success linked with part b
Good use of area
Few commented on the reliability of the data
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Higher Paper 2
Only most able attempted 
this.
Open question- Students 
need more practice at this 
type of question
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Using exemplars
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Resources
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Resources
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Find out more

For more courses see our Pearson Professional Development Academy.

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/



